Pacemakers.
Rapid advances in pacing technology will continue to affect the quality of life of many patients with cardiovascular disease. A truly "smart" device that seemed fanciful 30 years ago now seems to be a virtual certainty by early in the next century. The surgical contributions and expertise of individuals trained in cardiothoracic surgery in these bradypacing developments is highly desirable to minimize morbidity to the greatest possible degree, to optimize the outcome of the procedure for the individual patient, and to conserve health care costs as much as possible. To maintain this cardiothoracic presence in cardiac pacing, acquisition of knowledge and expertise in the basic electrophysiology and technology of cardiac pacing, to go along with surgical expertise, is necessary on the part of individuals with the interest and opportunity to do so.